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A classic tale of a greedy snake, with illustrations from Eric Carle, is now available as a Ready-to-
Read.In this humorous story about manners, respect, and friendship, a greedy python eats
every creature he comes across in the jungle. From a tiny mouse to an enormous elephant, the
devoured animals eventually befriend one another in the belly of the snake, where they team up
and kick the inside of the python until he spits them out. Rather than learning his lesson, the
python sticks to his greedy ways. When he spots his own tail and mistakes it for food, he
swallows himself and...disappears! This amusing—and cautionary—tale features Eric Carle’s
vivid illustrations and rhyming text that’s been adapted into a Level 1 Ready-to-Read, making it
ideal for sharing aloud with emerging readers.

About the AuthorRichard Buckley is a much-traveled English writer of both prose and poetry. He
has lived in New York, Paris, and London, but his present home is in Cheltenham, England,
where he has lived for the past thirty years, bringing up two sons with his wife (and muse) Elfie.
His books for children include The Dutiful Penguin, The Foolish Tortoise (with Eric Carle), The
Greedy Python (with Eric Carle), and The Bird Who Couldn’t Fly (with Alex Williams).Eric
Carle (1929–2021) was acclaimed and beloved as the creator of brilliantly illustrated and
innovatively designed picture books for very young children, including Papa, Please Get the
Moon for Me; Have You Seen My Cat?; and TheTiny Seed. His best-known work, The Very
Hungry Caterpillar, has been translated into seventy languages and sold over fifty-five million
copies. Carle illustrated more than seventy books, many bestsellers, most of which he also
wrote, and more than 170 million copies of his books have sold around the world. In 2003, Carle
received the Children’s Literature Legacy Award for lifetime achievement in children's literature.
In 2002, Eric and his wife, Barbara, cofounded The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art
(CarleMuseum.org) in Amherst, Massachusetts, a 40,000-square-foot space dedicated to the
celebration of picture books and picture book illustrations from around the world, underscoring
the cultural, historical, and artistic significance of picture books and their art form. Eric Carle
passed away in May 2021 at the age of ninety-one. His work remains an important influence on
artists and illustrators at work today. Find out more at Eric-Carle.com.
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S. Chen, “Easy to read. Bought this for my six year old grandson. He doesn't like to read but
loves snakes. He enjoys reading this book. The font is big with few words per page which makes
it easy for him to read.”

Lovely Reader, “Eric Carle is one of our favorite authors! This is another wonderful illustrated
books in .... Eric Carle is one of our favorite authors! This is another wonderful illustrated books
in his beautiful style (like the hungry caterpillar).The story is about a python that just keeps
eating every animal he sees. The python wants to eat everything and is super greedy. Then he
gets so big, he finally stops. The animals inside his belly kick, twist, trying to get out. The python
feels sick and has to spit all the animals out.Instead of learning his lesson about being greedy in
the act of greed he mistakes his tail for another animal and eats himself.My kids thought his
book was hilarious. They laughed everytime the python ate more. Super cute book that has to be
for 5 and up. I really don't think little children would understand the humor or the lesson. At least
children less than 5 years old.Overall, a cute read that I'm glad we have on our bookshelf!”

Deidra Urso, “One of my new favorite Eric Carle books!. I have almost all Eric Carle’s books, but
didn’t have this one. Sat down and read it when I received it, even though my kids are grown
and moved out. Fell in love! I wish I would’ve had this one when they were little! True to E.C.,
full of subtle lessons for readers!”

helenb, “For the little snake lover!. Our grandson, 2-1/2, was particularly obsessed with snakes
for a period of time, so I was thrilled to find this book by Eric Carle. Our grandson has LOVED it,
and it's also fun for the one who reads it multiple times in a row :)”

Katie U, “Classic Author Loved by So Many. This case quickly and in good condition. My nephew
loves the story. We got this to go along with a stuffed animal snake for his birthday. Eric Carle is
classic.”

Cait Loertscher, “Clever little story. I read this book to my niece several times, and as soon as my
little boy was a few months old I knew I had to get this for his collection! It's a cute one and you
really can't go wrong with Eric Carle!”

AmazMom, “Great book, great for toddlers. My son loves this book, but it came as a chunk type
book for toddlers, not a hardcover with paper pages like I thought they meant.”

tizzie44, “My toddler loves this book!. It a a cute book with a rhyming story. Of course, we've all
come to expect great illustrations by Eric Carle and he doesn't disappoint with this one. It is an
exaggerated lesson in greed that I really don't think my 2 yr old understands, he just loves that it



is about a snake. The size of the book is really nice for my LO's small hands.”

Kylie, “A delight to read. A truely lovely book. Bright and colourful, and fun for mum (or dad!) and
baby. My son has had this book since he was about 10 weeks old and is now almost two and he
still loves it, we read it at least once everyday and it hasn't become tiresome for me like many of
his other books have. The rhyming is fun and witty and the art is classicly appealing like all eric
carle work. My son loves pointing out the different animals in the books so it also helps
development. A great book for little ones,certainly a 5 star from me and my little boy!”

Mrs Kayleigh Jade Ross, “It's not just the Hungry Caterpillar that has issues with greed.... The
Greedy Python is another quirky selection that consumes the amazement of children. It gives
them the opportunity to further their knowledge of exotic creatures and other species of wildlife,
the children also find the story very entertaining in terms of characters dealing with the
consequences of their overindulgence or in the case of The Greedy Python refusing to learn
from their own mistakes and continuing to suffer as a result of blissful ignorance! Xx”

Renate, “A great book for children - and adults love it too. It's written by Richard Buckley, in
verse, with a lovely sense of humor. The pictures by Eric Carle are excellent as ever.”

Ebook Library Reader, “these ready to read books are ideal and its nice to find more eric carle
stories that you dont .... these ready to read books are ideal and its nice to find more eric carle
stories that you dont see at the library or bookstores”

Pauline Child, “Eric Carle at his best. A lovely simple book with a good story. As usual, a good
moral backing too. The children love these board books and enjoy being able to read them for
themselves.”

The book by Nicola Davies has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 324 people have provided feedback.
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